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Perpetual Peace by Immanuel kant
Immanuel Kant, in his essay Perpetual Peace: A Philosophy Sketch listed a number of conditions that he felt were necessary when ending wars and coming up with a lasting peace. The approach he suggested favored a classical Republican approach. The main reason why he wrote his social and political philosophy was for championing the general Enlightenment and more particularly, the idea of freedom. The 1724 – 1804 essay gives the primary conditions that needed to be present for coexistence between states and peace to exist (Kleingeld 28). The three primary conditions of a perpetual peace of a republican government for each country are based on the establishment of a federation of free states, civil constitution and cosmopolitan rights of individuals as world citizens. 
Perpetual peace has been structured in two parts. The essay in many ways resembles the democratic peace theory although it has some significant differences. Kant speaks of the Republican states instead of the democratic ones. Kant continues to define the states as having representative governments whereby the executive and the legislature are separated. Kant claims that there is only natural right and it is freedom (Kant 234). Freedom is the independence of being constrained by someone else’s choice. 
According to Kant, perpetual peace will only be founded if the three primary conditions will be fulfilled. The first condition is having a republican form of a government. The development of a republican system is based on the constitution of a state. It is an indication that the citizens of the said state, have entered into a social will, based on their natural and priori rights and based on their popular will. The establishment of civil society, therefore, becomes an actual manifestation of the republican system. The intention of the populace is crystallized through the establishment of a republican system (Kant 234). Every member of the system is considered as a citizen. Once the republican system is formed, it is based on three critical principles: freedom for all the members of the society who are regarded as all human beings. Each individual belongs to a single public code of law, and they subject to it. The law makes sure there is equality between all the members of the society. The individuals existing under a republican system possess three identities: being free and human, being a subject of the legal system of the state and being equal before the law. 
The second condition for the actualization of Kant’s perpetual peace is the establishment of a “Federation of Free States.” People live in a natural state before there is the establishment of civil society. Governments act as independent entities, and they exist before the formation of a federation of free states. The people who join and form a group within the framework of a nation-state may be seen as individuals who exist in a natural state. Such kind of people of judges of their decisions and they conduct governments in a natural environment. They even get to decide the mode of interaction they will have with the governments (Mahmoudi 54). Before joining the Federation of Free states, the governments have three kinds of relationships: the mutual relationship between two states, the relationship between members and relationship between the people of one state to the government of another state. 
What is unique about the Kant’s system is how the public and law are joined at all levels. Kant describes in his thought in perpetual peace that just like moral persons, governments have obligations towards each other. Each state is required to treat each other in a way that it would like other states to treat it, just like moral persons are required to. 
The third requirement for the establishment of perpetual peace is giving citizens a cosmopolitan right. The human relations are made up of rights. People need to mingle and transact and have their relations without having to be treated as enemies. The unity that is based on rights and solidarity among people can lead to the creation of specific laws that can be used to frame relations and transactions that people go through (Mahmoudi 54). According to Kant, such a right is called universal right. During the times of Kant, there were major advancements in navigation technology, and the advancements were used to bring countries together that oceans had separated (Mahmoudi 54). The advancement resulted to booming international trade that led to occasional conflicts that arose from the attempts of certain countries to annex foreign territories. In Perpetual Peace, Kant speaks of universal hospitality that is founded within the framework of cosmopolitan right. 
What is unique about the Kant’s system is that there is a combination of the public and law at all levels. Kant emphasizes that countries should join the federation of free states. He states that states are to be regarded as moral human beings. Just like human beings, every state should respect each other and treat other states just the way that it would have like to be treated.
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